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Delaware’s economy radically shifted over the last 20 years to smaller, local
businesses while the government tax & regulatory structure remained structured for
major industrial employers with high-wage earners & a growing working population.

2023 Legislative Priorities:  The Economy 
Caesar Rodney Institute

 

THE ECONOMY

2023  LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES FOR THE ECONOMY

Eliminate Gross receipts Tax:  Let's give small businesses a break. In bad
economic times, GRT creates the equivalent of an over 100% Tax rate.

Allow Healthcare Purchase W/adjacent States:  Many Delawareans
already travel to PA, NJ & MD for treatment. In both 2021 & 2022, Delaware
was the ONLY state in the Nation with just one provider.
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                         DELAWARE FACT:  
                   
             GRT forecast to bring in $350M - 5% of state's revenue.



The quality of Delaware’s K-12 education system has suffered over the past decade
despite our education spending being one of the highest in the country. It is time for
a systemic change to Delaware's education system to improve our students' success.

2023 Legislative Priorities:  Education 
Caesar Rodney Institute

 

EDUCATION

2023  LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES FOR EDUCATION
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Reallocate funds from both District administration and Dept. of Education
toward teachers' starting salaries and the hiring of new teachers. 

Adopt less restrictive teacher licensure requirements. Delaware has one of
the country's most restrictive educational accreditation programs. There
are currently several hundred teacher vacancies in the state.

Provide Delawareans easily accessible data on school and district
performance so families can make informed educational decisions for their
students. CRI has created a file where these scores can now be found.
Please scan QR code to access:  

Delaware ranked 13th nationally in the increase in education spending over the 

This reflects an increase in per-pupil spending of 29% from $13,387 to $17,235 

Delaware ranks as the 9th highest state in overall per-pupil education
spending - spending near the top along with other Northeastern states. 

Student enrollment increased by 11%
Teacher compensation spending 11% increase (inflation-adjusted)
Teacher’s Salaries 1% increase (inflation-adjusted)
Teacher’s Benefits 79% increase (inflation-adjusted)

Education Spending

       period from 2002-2020. 

       (inflation-adjusted). 

DE's Increases in Educational Spending from 2002-2020 (inflation-adjusted)

These steps will begin to move Delaware from the bottom in educational 
performance to our place as The First State in Education.

                         DELAWARE FACT:                       
 In 2022, Delaware ranked 47th in educational performance out
of 50 states when combining the rankings in both math and
reading for the 4th and 8th grades. 



Delaware government policies to reduce carbon dioxide emissions by mandating the
use of premium-priced, unreliable wind and solar power have clearly led to non-
competitive electricity prices in the state. 

These unnecessarily higher electricity prices hurt the poor through high monthly
electricity bills and the loss of thousands of high-paying blue-collar jobs. High
electricity rates are one of the main reasons new companies decide not to locate in
Delaware. 

CRI will continue to push back against regressive policies that have done virtually
nothing to reduce CO2 emissions. This includes continuing our fight against offshore
wind turbines and supporting the adoption of advanced nuclear power and carbon
capture. 

2023 Legislative Priorities:  Energy & Environment
Caesar Rodney Institute

 

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT

2023  LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES FOR ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT 
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Offshore Wind (expensive & environmentally dangerous):  Require
DNREC to obtain specific legislative support to subsidize offshore wind.

Ban of gasoline-powered vehicles:  DNREC is writing regulations to ban
gasoline-powered vehicles. The legislature must weigh in and reject this
bad idea.

Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative:  A one-year RGGI Tax Holiday & a
complete review of RGGI effectiveness and fund allocation are needed.

                         DELAWARE FACT:  
       
 RGGI, Inc. forecasts electric rates to rise up to 40% by 2030 from
higher allowance prices, and importing power may cost 10% more.



The healthcare industry drives Delaware’s economy. The costs of Medicaid, health
insurance, and healthcare for State employees and retirees and their families
dominate the state’s budget spending. CRI is committed to reporting the data about
the Delaware Healthcare marketplace and the inherent risks of monopolistic
practices that increase cost but also reduce quality and access to care.

2023 Legislative Priorities:  Health Policy
Caesar Rodney Institute

 

HEALTH POLICY

2023  LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES FOR HEALTH POLICY 
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Delaware lost a total of 4 life years to COVID-19
but over 15,000 life years to Fentanyl.

Delaware.gov Road to Value website states,
“Delaware spends more on health care per
person than most other states.” This is
historically true and trends negatively.
Delaware’s health outcomes are below
average, and the life expectancy is nationally
ranked 32 out of 50.

The Delaware Healthcare Commission’s
sponsored Cost Aware Insurance Exchange
“Choose Health Delaware” ironically offers
only one health insurance company. There is
no choice. Delaware is moving towards a
consolidation of hospitals and health insurers
into a vertical monopoly for the state.

The Commission’s Health Resources Board
exists by design to prevent or discourage
medical services industries from entering
Delaware through the Certificate of Public
Review (CON) duplicative licensing process. It
stifles competition, reduces access to care
and does not add value. It promotes
monopolies.

Delaware’s Medicaid program, 1/3 of all
Delawareans, is burdened with fraud,
unaudited, and has risen at an unsustainable
rate that will bankrupt the budget.

Delaware has an epidemic of Fentanyl deaths,
unlike any public health poisoning scourge in
our history.

Audit DE Medicaid for fraud &
abuse.

Sunset the Health Resources Board
CPR/CON.

Direct the Healthcare Commission
to promote increased access to
care, competition and choice.

                         DELAWARE FACT:  
 

Direct insurance Commissioner
Navarro to license more insurers to
sell their products in Delaware.

Declare Fentanyl a chemical
weapon/toxin and break the supply
chain.



Currently, the state's primary authority to combat corruption is the Delaware Public
Integrity Commission. This is a seven-member committee (with one current vacancy)
that only employs one licensed attorney. The core focus of this group is to ensure
that the Executive Branch correctly administers ethics laws and that all three
branches follow financial disclosure laws/expense reporting laws. While this group
should be capable of monitoring government behavior, their 2020 report indicates
that they only conducted two investigations over the entire year. To complicate
matters, the committee exempts itself from its oversight, making it extremely difficult
to monitor its efficiency.

The best way to solve the ethics and corruption issues in Delaware would be to
establish an Office of Legislative Ethics. This office should be comprised of respected
members of the community with expertise in law and legislative ethics who volunteer
to serve. This office sits outside the sphere of influence of the legislators that create
them and solely exists to keep elected officials accountable. This is better than
simply passing legislation after an incident, which does nothing to prevent other
incidents from occurring. Ethic Offices and Commissions are not a new concept.
Hawaii and New Jersey were the first to establish them in 1968. Today 41 States have
these offices, and Delaware is one of only nine states without them.

2023 Legislative Priorities:  Legislator Oversight
Caesar Rodney Institute

 

LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT

2023  LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES FOR LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT 
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Delaware is the 5th worst state in the nation for financial transparency
among its elected officials.
DE ranks 37/50 States for anti-corruption measures for public officials.

                         DELAWARE FACT:  

Formation of a nonpartisan Office of Legislative Ethics. This office will
solely exist to hold elected officials accountable and give citizens
recourse when they witness or fall victim to waste, fraud, abuse, or
misconduct.

Reform FOIA Laws to include House and Senate members. Currently,
under Delaware’s FOIA law, the House Ethics Committee and Senate
Rules and Ethics Committee are exempt from the public disclosure
requirements of other public bodies and legislative committees.

https://depic.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/48/2021/03/2021-Annual-Report-about-year-2020.pdf
https://delcode.delaware.gov/title29/c100/#:~:text=This%20section%20shall%20not%20apply,House%20of%20Representatives%20or%20Senate%3B


Delaware has a serious problem with transparency, as noted by The Center of Public
Integrity, which ranks Delaware 48th in the nation for transparency with a score of “F.”
These scores earn it an overall F Grade in the study alongside states like Wyoming,
Maine, and North Dakota, all of which also lack inspectors general.

We are committed and in support of advocating for a nonpartisan office of Inspector
General. This office would solely exist to hold our state agencies accountable and
give citizens recourse when they witness or fall victim to waste, fraud, abuse, or
misconduct.

 We will also advocate updating Delaware’s FOIA systems with documents made
available electronically. 

We will advocate for stricter enforcement of Medicaid compliance to ensure   
Medicaid applicants are effectively screened before their benefits are approved or
denied.

2023 Legislative Priorities:  State Government Accountability
Caesar Rodney Institute

 

STATE GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY

2023  LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES FOR STATE GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY 
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$240 million in fraudulent Medicaid payouts in Delaware.
Delaware is only 1 of 9 states without an Inspector General. 

                         

Formation of a nonpartisan Office of Inspector General.

Modernize Freedom of Information Act processes to expedite
information gathering.

Enforce Medicaid Compliance.

                         DELAWARE FACT:  
 

https://publicintegrity.org/politics/state-politics/state-integrity-investigation/delaware-gets-f-grade-in-2015-state-integrity-investigation/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/mcguiness-medicaid-records-ruling/


In Delaware, many existing regulations are aimed at businesses that largely no longer
exist in the State (e.g., according to the latest report in 2019 by the Mercatus Center,
there are almost 21,000 regulations on chemical manufacturing, an industry almost
entirely gone from the State). Regulatory updating can refocus Delaware's
government on what is important to current and future citizens while freeing small
businesses from wasting resources on outdated rules which ensnare them in a
bureaucratic morass and slowing economic growth.
 
Lower-income Delawareans are hit hardest by occupational licensing fees. Those who
can least afford it are shut out of job opportunities by costly regulations. Laws that
make it more difficult for them to obtain certain jobs or start their own businesses
only make it that much harder for them to work their way up the economic ladder.

Apprenticeship programs train skilled workers by combining classroom instruction
with on-the-job training under experienced journeymen. Many employers in Delaware
want to hire and train new apprentices but are restrained from doing so because
most trades require three or even four journeypersons for each apprentice. These
ratios cripple contractors’ ability to fill the jobs that so many Delawareans
desperately need. Apprenticeship ratios must be reduced to enable businesses to
train and hire more trade workers. 

2023 Legislative Priorities:  Workforce
Caesar Rodney Institute

 

WORKFORCE

2023  LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES FOR WORKFORCE 
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11th most burdensome state for occupational licensing.
From 2007-2022 licensing fees have steadily increased.
5th worst state in the nation for construction employment. 

                         

 

Reform business regulations that will remove burdens on small
businesses.

Reduce licensing fees to remove barriers to work.

Increase apprenticeship ratios to expedite pathway for licensing in the
trades. 

                         DELAWARE FACT:  
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